THESE NAMES
ARE LAMPS OF
SACRIFICE

Introduction

This brochure has been produced as part of the Memorial Clock Tower Project
undertaken by North West Leicestershire District Council in 2018 to mark the
centenary of the end of the First World War. It accompanies an exhibition
that focuses on the ways that the First World War was commemorated in the
Coalville Urban Area.
After the First World War most villages and communities installed memorials of
various designs to remember those local men who lost their lives in the conflict.
We have included a selection of these in this brochure from Coalville, Bardon,
Hugglescote, Ellistown, Ibstock, Whitwick, Swannington and Thringstone. This
reflects the places the majority of the men commemorated on the Memorial
Clock Tower came from.
Inscriptions on the memorials immortalise the names of those who fell in the
War and are often accompanied by poignant messages to convey the feelings
of those families, individuals and communities that had suffered a great loss.
One such message on the memorial at Ebenezer Baptist Church, Coalville,
reads: “These names are lamps of sacrifice”. We felt this was a fitting title for the
exhibition and brochure, as we hope to shed fresh light on those who made the
ultimate sacrifice, not only for their King and country between 1914-18, but for
future generations.
In addition to this brochure and the exhibition, the Memorial Clock Tower
Project also involved vital conservation work to the Grade II listed Coalville
Memorial Clock Tower. This provided local construction students from
Stephenson College an opportunity to gain valuable experience of working on a
heritage building.
Local school children also learnt about the Clock Tower and Memorial Square
and an Education Pack has been produced for primary schools, which is
available to download from the Choose Coalville website.
The photography for much of this brochure was undertaken by students from
Stephenson College in Coalville and North Warwickshire & Hinckley College.
The project would not have been possible without the valuable volunteer
support of the Coalville Heritage Society, the Friends of Thringstone,
Swannington Heritage Trust, other local groups and individuals with a passion
for their local history.
Funding for the project was provided by the Heritage Lottery Fund, the
War Memorials Trust and the Council.
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Memorial
Clock Tower
In 1919 the Urban District Council
decided that Coalville required a
bigger memorial to replace the one
that had been built into the boundary
wall of the railway station.

The memorial plaque at the old railway station

© Coalville Heritage Society
By 1920 a Coalville War Memorial
Committee had been appointed by
the Council. In July 1920 they decided against the option for a cottage hospital
memorial scheme, instead favouring the erection of a monument.
In March 1923 a subcommittee reviewed the proposals and the design for a
clock tower was selected. The winning design by Henry Collings was to be
67 feet 6 inches high, with a clock face on each of the four sides which were
powered by an electric mechanism. It was to stand in ornamental grounds in
the Market Place and the estimated cost was £1500, with this amount already
having been raised.
In April 1924, following the acquisition of land from the Wyggeston Hospital
Trustees, confirmation was given by the Charity Commissioners that the
memorial could go ahead. The project was put out to tender and local builders
Walter Moss & Son were appointed to construct the memorial for £2007.
As the available funds fell short of this amount, the difference was raised with
door-to-door collections and donations from local companies to ensure that
the new Memorial Clock Tower could be unveiled free of debt.

Coalville Market c.1920

© Coalville Heritage Society
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Memorial
Clock Tower

The sourcing of names to include on the Memorial Clock Tower began with an
appeal in the Coalville Times in March 1920.
A final appeal for names was made on 15 August 1924 and the War Memorial
Committee had reached their final decision by 12 December 1924. It was
agreed that there should be 354 names inscribed to commemorate the men
from the Coalville Urban Area.
Many of the names that were included are repeated on the memorials that
exist in the villages that surround Coalville and, in some cases, further afield.
The men are also commemorated at the locations where they fell with
headstones being erected by the Imperial War Graves Commission (IWGC). The
IWGC was founded by Royal Charter on 21 May 1917 and became known as
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) in 1960.
The names of those who never returned from the War can also be found
on various Rolls of Honour that list those who never returned, as well as
inscriptions on private graves.
The inscription at the bottom of the First World War tablets on the Memorial
Clock Tower reads: “In loving and grateful remembrance of ... who, to their
imperishable honour, gave their lives in the Great War 1914-18”.

Coalville
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Memorial
Clock Tower
Amongst the names are those of the “Famous
Fifty” - a group of young men, who were the first
to volunteer from the Coalville area in August
1914 and to fight on the Western Front.
On the day they left for war the men marched
from St John the Baptist Church in Hugglescote
William Chambers
to the station at Coalville, with thousands lining
© Coalville Times
the streets to give them a glorious send off in a
show of patriotic fervour. Of the Fifty, twenty-eight were killed in action, whilst
many who did come home subsequently died of their injuries.
The Memorial Clock Tower includes the name of the first soldier from Coalville
to die in the war, William Chambers. Just before the outbreak of the war
William decided to join the Navy and walked the 150 miles to Portsmouth to
enlist in the Royal Marine Light Infantry.
William was killed on 5 September 1914, aged 22, when the ship he was on
board, HMS Pathfinder, was sunk about 20 miles off the East Coast. The ship
was blown into many pieces and from the crew of over two hundred, only a
few survived.

Men leaving for war from Coalville Railway Station

Coalville

© Coalville Heritage Society
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Christ Church

Christ Church on London Road is
a Grade II listed building that dates
from 1836-8. In the south transept a
memorial altar was installed following
Christ Church Memorial
the First World War. Coalville’s
© Joe Ashby
casualties are remembered on the
central panels and those who fell in the Second World War on the side panels.
Along with the altar, an ornate wooden screen was installed to the transept
and the chancel with decorative motifs that include poppies. A jewelled brass
cross, that was donated by the widow and children of the Reverend Samuel
Hosking, stands on the altar along with a brass book rest in the memory of
William Thomas, killed in action on 9 April 1917.

Newbridge School
There is a remembrance stone at
Newbridge High School on Forest
Road. It is inscribed with gold lettering
commemorating the teachers and
former pupils who died in the First
World War.
The memorial was originally located
at Bridge Road School, later Coalville
Technical College and had become
forgotten and hidden by bushes. A
letter from an old student prompted the
principal, Mr Bryan Cox, to find it. With
the help of his students it was restored
and given a new location in the School
grounds.
Newbridge School Memorial
© Joe Ashby
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Marlborough Square
Methodist Church
Located on the southern side of
Marlborough Square, the Church
includes two First World War
memorials: a stone tablet that is set
in a plaster frame dedicated to the
scholars and a marble memorial tablet.
Sidney F Dodd’s name appears on
both.

Marlborough Church Memorial
© Joe Ashby

Before the war, Sidney worked in the pattern office at Messrs. Wootton Bros.
the Coalville engineers, iron and brass founders. He volunteered in 1914 and
was confirmed killed on the 21 October 1916, aged 21.

Ebenezer Baptist Church
The Ebenezer Baptist Church, on the
southern side of Ashby Road, was built
c.1834-35 as a Methodist chapel and
extended to form a Baptist chapel in
1881.
Its memorial includes three marble
plaques that are set inside an oak frame,
with the names of those killed in the
Ebenezer Chapel Memorial
© Joe Ashby
First World War inscribed on it. A further
small plaque has been added to the head of the frame to commemorate those
who lost their lives in the Second World War.
Inscribed on the right-hand tablet is the name of Fred Whitmore. Fred was
from Hugglescote and the secretary of the village’s football team. He joined
a Black Watch battalion in 1914. Being an excellent shot he was put on sniper
duty and gained the rank of Lance Corporal.
After being injured in battle he was taken prisoner and died shortly afterwards
on 28 May 1915.

Coalville
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War
Graves
The Imperial War Graves Commission (IWGC) was set up in 1917 to care for
all members of the Armed Forces of the British Empire who had died from:
‘wounds inflicted, accident occurring, or disease contracted, while on service,
whether on sea or land’. The IWGC changed its name to the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission (CWGC) in 1960.
The Cemetery on London Road contains three war graves listed by the
CWGC. Of these Frank Martin and Harry Geary have IWGC headstones, whilst
Simeon Stacey is commemorated with an inscription on a private grave. Other
inscriptions included on private graves at the Cemetery commemorate: Morris
Edwin James, John William Tugby, Walter Fantom, Charles Jewsbury and
Robert Hay.
William Bees, who won a Victoria Cross in the Second Boer War in 1901, when
he was aged 29 and a private in the Derbyshire Regiment, is also buried at the
London Road Cemetery. Following his act of bravery William was instantly
promoted to Corporal and was presented with the Victoria Cross on 30 July
1902 by his Commander in Chief, Lord Kitchener. In October 1914 at the age
of 42 William enlisted in the Sherwood Foresters but was soon discharged due
to be being medically unfit. Keen to fight, he reenlisted and was transferred
to the Army Reserve following demobilisation in 1919. He died at his home in
Margaret Street, Coalville on 20 June 1938, aged 66.
At the rear of Christ Church, the graveyard includes a private grave with an
inscription for Corporal John Sheffield, who died on 13 March 1915.

Coalville
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St George’s
Church
This Grade II listed church is located
on Church Hill and was built in 1827,
with the west bellcote added in 1900.
The First World War memorial inside
is in the form of an oval brass plaque
that is dedicated: “In abiding memory
of the men of this Parish, Whitwick
St. George with Swannington, who
laid down their lives in the Great War
1914-19. They died in other lands
that we might live in freedom and in
peace”.
Between this inscription are the names
of the 26 men from the parish who
never returned. A rectangular brass
plaque below, includes the names of
the Second World War casualties.
One of those named on the First World War plaque
is William Wardle, who had been a former scholar at
the Wesleyan Sunday School at Swannington and was
employed at the South Leicestershire Colliery. The son of
widower John Wardle, William lived with his sister Mrs H
Jinks on Main Street.

John Wardle

©  Coalville Times

On 4 April 1915 William was shot and died instantly,
falling in a comrade’s arms, aged just 21. The sad news
of Wardle’s death was conveyed in a letter from Private
William Jones. Writing to his mother on 4 July 1915, he
said:
“Poor old William Wardle got killed this morning (Sunday)
at 12.45. He was killed by a bullet which went straight
through his hand and heart and the chap who was with
him caught him in his arms as he fell dead.”

Swannington
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St Andrew’s
Church
St Andrew’s Church on Main Street
dates from 1862 and is a Grade II listed
building.
In the nave a beautiful stained-glass
window was installed in remembrance
of the men from the parish who gave their lives in the First World War. They are
named on a brass plaque alongside.
It had been the intention to dedicate the window to Theophilus Jones who
was the headmaster at the local school and the choirmaster at the Church.
Theophilus is believed to be the first military casualty of the First World War to
die by enemy fire on British soil. He was killed in Hartlepool
during the bombardment in December 1914.
The window was unveiled by Lieutenant Colonel Booth
DSO of Grace Dieu Manor in 1920.
In the graveyard there is a single Imperial War Graves
Commission headstone for James Bailey, who after being
discharged from the army in 1916 went on to serve in the
Royal Defence Corps and died on 15 November 1917.

Charles Booth Centre
Thringstone House, on The
Green, was purchased by Charles
Booth in 1901 to provide a
clubhouse for the village men. In
1911 the building was endowed
to the people of Thringstone as a
Community Centre.
Hanging in the Charles Booth
Centre is a handwritten Roll of
Honour commemorating those members of the
clubhouse who died in the First World War.

Thringstone
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St John the
Baptist Church
The memorial is located to the east
of the Grade II* listed church on
North Street. Designed in 1921 by
the Reverend T W Walters, vicar of
Whitwick, the memorial stands 20 feet
high and is 18 feet wide at the widest
point.
It had been hoped that the memorial could
be erected in the old Whitwick Market Place,
on a portion of land that belonged
to the National Schools, but this
request was refused by the trustees
of the Church Schools in August
1919. It was then proposed to erect
the memorial in the centre of the
church graveyard, in an area that
was without graves. Permission
was granted by the Bishop of
Peterborough in April 1921.
The contract between the Whitwick
War Memorial Committee and Wells
& Co., sculptors in Hugglescote, was
signed on the 23 May 1921 for £510.

Private Ernest Hall is
commemorated on the
memorial. He was employed
as a baker’s assistant until
enlisting in August 1914. Just
seven months later, on 13
March 1915, Ernest was killed
in action at Neuve-Chapelle,
France, aged 26.
Ernest was married with three
children, the youngest being
just a baby. Ernest is reported
to be the first Whitwick
casualty of the War.

The memorial was unveiled on
Saturday, 5 November 1921 by
General Sir Reginald Hoskins KCB
CMG DSO and dedicated by Lord
Bishop of Peterborough. The
total cost on completion
was £558 18 shillings
and 3 pence.

Ernest Hall

© Coalville Times

Whitwick Memorial Cross

© Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester & Rutland

Whitwick
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Whitwick
Cemetery
The cemetery, located on Church
Lane, is maintained by North West
Leicestershire District Council. It
consists of about four acres and
was consecrated on the 24 June
1874. There are three sections for:
Church of England, Catholic and
Nonconformist graves.
The Commonwealth War Graves
Commission lists four war graves at
the site: three are for members of the
Armed Forces from the Second World
War and one is for a soldier from
the First World War, Private William
Zachariah Parker.
William’s grave is not marked with an Imperial War Graves Commission
headstone, but by an inscription on the three-tiered base of a marble cross on
a family gravestone. The inscription reads: “In loving memory of our dear son
William Zachariah Parker who died June 30, 1919 aged 24 years. Greater love
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends”. A private
in the Cheshire Regiment, he died, like many others, from the effects of gas
poisoning.

Imperial War Graves Commission Headstone Record
© Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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St Peter’s
Church
The Portland stone wheeled
cross at St Peter’s church
on Bardon Road is a Grade
II listed memorial. The cross
stands on a plinth bearing
three inscribed slate plaques
and these are mounted on
Bardon granite. It was unveiled
on 4 September 1920 by Mr
B N Everard, the proprietor
of Bardon Hill Quarries, and
dedicated by Reverend Canon
Broughton.
It was designed by George
Nott and paid for by public
subscription in memory of
the 31 local men who fell
in the First World War. Four
further names were added to
commemorate those local
men who fell in the
Second World War.
In the church graveyard
there are two First World
War IWGC headstones
for Privates J H Shaw
and George Slatter.

Bardon Memorial Cross
© Matthew Howes

Amongst the names on the
memorial is Alex James Turner, son
of the gardener for the eminent
social researcher Charles Booth.
The Coalville Times reported
that Alex, who lived on Meadow
Lane, Coalville, was a wireless
telegraphist on board HMS
Paxton when the ship came
under attack and sank on 20
May 1917. He died aged just 19.
He had just completed his term
as a student teacher at Bridge
Road School in Coalville.

Bardon Memorial Cross

© Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester & Rutland

Bardon Hill
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Bardon Park
Chapel
Standing back from Shaw Lane
the 300-year-old Christian
Chapel is thought to be the oldest
Nonconformist place of worship in
Leicestershire.
Mounted on the northern wall behind
the pulpit, a white marble tablet bears
the names of 13 young men who fell
in the First World War.
Two of these, Walter Irons and Arnold
Spencer Heward, each have a brass
plaque on the side walls of the Chapel
that were erected in remembrance by
their families. Walter died in hospital
on 28 September 1915, aged 20, after
being injured in West Flanders. He was
interned at Lissenhock Cemetery on the day after his death, with a memorial
service held at the Chapel on 10 October 1915.
The other plaque was erected
by the family of Bombardier,
Arnold Heward after he was
killed at his gun on 24 April 1917,
aged 28.
Before the War Arnold had been
employed as a clerk. In his spare
time he was a full-back for
Coalville Football Club.
Both men are named on
other memorials, including
the Memorial Clock Tower in
Coalville.

Bardon Hill
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St Christopher’s
Church
St Christopher’s Church stands on the
south side of St Christopher’s Road. It
was designed by Goddard, Paget and
Goddard and built in local brick in
1895-6.
Mounted on the eastern wall in the
narthex (lobby area) is a memorial,
unveiled on 10 December 1919, to
commemorate the casualties of the
First World War.
Made by Joseph Herbert Morcom,
names are inscribed in gold
lettering on a Swithland slate tablet,
surrounded by an ornate Chellaston
alabaster frame. Following the Second
World War another slate tablet was
installed underneath.
A new memorial that marks the centenary of the start of the First World War
was unveiled on the 30 November 2014 and is located at the Beveridge Lane
crossroads. Standing in a landscaped area, the sculpture by Deborah Frith is
carved from Rotherham Red Stone and includes poppies and barbed wire. The
names of the fallen from the First and Second World Wars are inscribed in gold
on the black tablet beneath; the inscription reads, “For your Tomorrow, we
gave our Today”.
The height of the memorial, seven feet, was
chosen because this was the average depth
of a First World War trench.

Ellistown
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St John the Baptist
Church
Located on the southern side of
Grange Road the Grade II* listed
church was designed by the architect
J B Everard in the French Gothic style
and built in 1878.
Inside the Church a war memorial with
a decorative stone frame and inscribed
tablet was erected to commemorate
the men of the parish that died in the
First World War.

Joseph Cowley

© Coalville Times

This was joined by two further plaques following the Second World War, one
of which is to commemorate those who worked at Clutsom and Kemp and the
Ibstock Knitting Company.
Joseph William Cowley is included on the First World War Memorial. He had
been a chorister at the Church, a tenor horn player for the Hugglescote and
Ellistown Band and worked at Stableford & Co. as a blacksmith’s striker. Joseph
was one of the first 50 Territorials, known as the “Famous Fifty”, to leave
Coalville and was killed whilst tunnelling under enemy lines on 8 May 1916.
A memorial service for Joseph and Private A Pegg, both of whom had been
killed in action, was held at St John the Baptist Church at the beginning of
June 1916. The large congregation were joined by members of Joseph’s former
band who played “Fight the Good Fight” and the “Dead March” at the close.

St John the Baptist Church Memorial

© Matthew Howes
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War
Graves
In 1908 the Coalville Urban District
Council created a six acre civil
cemetery on Station Road.
The burial ground includes ten
graves that are recorded at the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC), three of which are for First
World War soldiers. James Thomas Bishop is the highest ranking of these,
as Company Sergeant Major in the Army Service Corps. James was a keen
soldier and had served in the Territorial Force for eight years before contracting
pneumonia and dying on 17 February 1919 at his Hugglescote home, aged
27. Over two thousand people attended his funeral to witness the interment,
which was accompanied by military honours. Inscriptions on private graves
include those for Lieutenant Charles Drewett and Private Ronald Cross.
Just to the east of St John the Baptist Church on Grange Road is the Baptist
graveyard. The CWGC records two First World War soldiers as buried at the
location, Private James Edwin Cox and Private Thomas Percy Deacon.
An Imperial War Graves Commission
headstone marks the grave of Cox, who
served in the Coldstream Guards after
enlisting at Coalville. His death, like that
of Bishop, was as a result of contracting
pneumonia and he died in Caterham,
Surrey, on 26 February 1915, aged 23.
Arrangements were made for Private Cox
to be buried in Caterham, but his widowed
mother requested a local funeral and he
was buried in the graveyard near to his
father.

James Cox

Witnessed by thousands, the funeral was
the first military funeral in the district since
the outbreak of the War.

© Coalville Times
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Ibstock War
Memorial
Standing proudly in the middle of Central Avenue, this
Grade II listed memorial was designed by Goddard
and Wain of Coalville and sculpted by Wells & Co. of
Hugglescote. It commemorates the 80 men of the parish
who fell in the First World War. The Memorial cost £840
to build and was unveiled by Mr A Turner and dedicated
by the Reverend A H Birks on 19 February 1921.

Edward Wilfred-Pepper
© Coalville Times

It is constructed of Portland stone and stands on a concrete base. Designed
in the classical Doric style, it incorporates decorated clasping pilasters, square
columns, a stilted segmental pediment and is crowned by a large entablature.
Central slate tablets bear the names of the First World War casualties, with
additional tablets to both sides of the central pedestal added to record the 48
men who died in the Second World War.
Edward Wilfred-Pepper is amongst those named on Ibstock’s War Memorial. He
died aged 20 when his battleship, HMS Goliath, was torpedoed by the Turks on
13 May 1915. War records reported that Edward drowned in the Dardanelles.
The family resided in Ibstock and his father was a coal mine charge man.
Edward had followed his father down the pit as a pony driver. He was enlisted
to the Royal Marines in April 1913 in Nottingham.
Edward’s name is also included on the war memorials at St Denys Church,
Ibstock, the North West Leicestershire District Council offices and the Memorial
Clock Tower in Coalville.

Ibstock War Memorial

© Matthew Howes
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St Denys
Church
Located on the High Street the
Church of St Denys is a Grade II* listed
building that can be dated back to the
beginning of the 13th century.
Within the church a large stainedglass window has been erected in
memory of the men from the parish
who died in the First World War.
The window depicts the crucifixion,
members of the Armed Forces, family
members, religious figures, a nurse
and those on the home front.
Below the window a large wooden reredos (an ornamental screen covering
the wall at the back of an altar) includes a central bronze plaque bearing the
names of the First World War casualties. A further plaque was later added to the
side to commemorate those who died in the Second World War.

Ibstock Cricket Club
The wooden memorial plaque
was created by the Ibstock
branch of the Royal British
Legion and is now under the
custodianship of the Ibstock
Cricket Club on Melbourne Road.
The plaque includes the names
of men who lost their lives in
the First and Second World Wars,
many of whom were members
of the Cricket Club.
Ibstock British Legion Memorial
© Ashley Kavanagh
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This brochure was commissioned by North West
Leicestershire District Council with funding from the
Heritage Lottery Fund. It was produced by Heritage First
Ltd.
We wish to acknowledge the following for providing much
useful information and assistance: The War Memorials
Project website, hosted by Leicestershire County Council;
the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland;
Coalville Library; the Whitwick Historical Group; Ibstock
Historical Society; Coalville Heritage Society; the Friends
of Thringstone; Swannington Heritage Trust; as well as the
vicars and custodians of memorial sites.
Images were kindly supplied by Coalville Heritage Society,
Joe Ashby (Stephenson College). Matthew Howes and
Ashley Kavanagh (North Warwickshire & Hinckley College).
The copyright of all images, unless otherwise stated,
belongs to Michael Faulkner (Heritage First Ltd).
This brochure and the exhibition displays which it supports
are available to download from the Clock Tower Project
pages on the Choose Coalville website:
www.choosecoalville.co.uk
If you have further information about the featured
memorials and war graves or other war memorials in
Coalville area then please email:
history@memorialclocktower.org.uk
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